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Presuppositions  
 

 A presupposition is a condition that you assume and accept as true. 

 A presupposition is not necessarily logically proven. 

 A presupposition requires FAITH. 

 Your presuppositions will determine your worldview. 

 Your worldview attempts to answer life’s basic questions: 
1) Who am I? 
2) Why am I here? 
3) Where did I come from? 
4) Where am I going? 

 Only two possible basic worldviews: 
1) Everything is a result of an accident.  (Chuck Missler’s sarcastic definition of the big bang:  

First there was nothing and then it exploded! – Unless you accept eternal matter/energy) 
2) Everything is a result of the deliberate design of an intelligent creator. 

 My Basic Worldview Presuppositions: 
1) God is. 
2) God is Absolute Truth. 
3) God has Revealed Himself in His Written Word (Scripture) and His Living Word (God the Son, 

Jesus Christ). 
4) God is the Creator and Sustainer of the Universe. 

http://www.biblelabs.com/
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Our Approach to Theology 
 

 Dispensational 

 Prophetic (or Futurist) view of Revelation 

 Pre-Millennial and Pre-Tribulation view of the Rapture of the Church  

 Belief in a literal Kingdom where Jesus Christ is King.  It is challenged by Satan’s final revolt at 
the end of 1000 years.  Satan is defeated and the Kingdom of Jesus Christ continues forever in a 
New Heaven, New Earth, and New Jerusalem. 

 

Nations and Empires 
 

 Pre-Flood Civilization 

 Ancient Assyria 

 Babylon 

 Medo-Persia 

 Greece 

 Roman (Not taken over as the others, but divides and breaks up, mixing with “clay”) 
 

Israel 
 

 Abraham called 

 God promises a nation made of Abraham’s seed 

 After many struggles with faith, the nation is born 

 God promises this nation will be the blessing of all other nations 

 God makes a one-sided covenant with Abraham - Genesis 15 (verse 10) 

 God enters into a two-sided covenant with Moses (Israel) - Exodus 19 

 Israel will fail – God will keep His promise 

 The Prophets of Israel tell of an Everlasting Kingdom 

 
Jesus and the Kingdom 
 

 Teaches about the Kingdom (Sermon on the Mount, Parables, etc.) 

 Jesus offers Himself as King 

 Israel rejects their King 
 

Design of the Gospels 
 
   Matthew  Mark  Luke  John 
Presents Christ as: Messiah  Servant  Man  God 
Face:   Lion   Ox  Man  Eagle 
Written to:  Israel   Romans  Greeks  Church 
What Jesus:  Said   Did  Felt  Was 
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Initial Thoughts Regarding the Kingdom 
 

 Prophetically, most everyone that identifies as a Christian accepts the idea of a future (or 
present) Kingdom where Jesus Christ rules, whether literal, figurative, symbolic or allegorical. 

 Though viewpoints greatly differ as to the ‘what and when’ of the Kingdom, what does the Bible 
teach about the Kingdom?  Very importantly, what does Jesus Christ teach about it? 

 The first two (and only) mentions of “kingdom” in Genesis:  Genesis 10:10 refers to Nimrod, 
Genesis 20:9 refers to Abimelech.  Both are pagan kings. 

 The first reference to a “kingdom” in Israel is found in Deuteronomy 17:14-20. 

 Saul is anointed the first King of Israel, (not God’s choice) as recorded in 1 Samuel 8. 

 In 2 Samuel 2, David is anointed King over Israel.  2 Samuel 7:16 speaks of his kingdom enduring 
forever. 

 In 1 Kings 9, God reiterates to Solomon that the kingdom will last forever. 

 Jeremiah 22:24-30, God places a curse on the seed (descendants) of King Jeconiah.  The only 
solution to this problem is Jesus Christ.  He was born of the virgin, possessing the “blood” (or 
DNA) of David through David’s son Nathan, qualifying as David’s “seed.”  He also had the legal 
title to the throne through his ADOPTED father Joseph through David’s son Solomon. 

 Revelation mentions the Kingdom very briefly in Revelation 20.  Most of our insight comes from 
Isaiah and other Old Testament Prophets as they describe some of the details of the Kingdom. 

 Jesus Christ has a great deal to say about the Kingdom, but He deals with the ethics, conduct, 
and moral attitude of the Kingdom. 

 Matthew records Jesus’s offer of His Kingdom to Israel, as well as Israel’s rejection of that offer.   

 Matthew also records the “Sermon on the Mount” which is exclusively about the Kingdom.  It 
has been called “The Manifesto of the Kingdom.” 

 
 

 
Names, Titles, or Terms 

 
The Kingdom of Heaven 
The Kingdom of God 
The Kingdom of Christ 
The Kingdom 

(No need to try to separate – all refer to the kingdom) 

 

The Sermon on the Mount – Preparation for the Kingdom 
Manifesto of our King 
 
Outline:  Relationships of His Subjects: 

1. To Self  Matthew 5:1 – 16 
2. To the Law Matthew 5:17 – 48 
3. To God  Matthew 6 
4. To Others Matthew 7 
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Beatitudes Matthew 5:1 – 12 

 

 Poor in Spirit 

 They That Mourn 

 Meek 

 They That Hunger and Thirst After Righteousness 

 Merciful 

 Pure in Heart 

 Peacemakers 

 Persecution 
All who live godly lives will suffer persecution. 

 

 
 
Salt and Light Matthew 5:13 - 16 

 

 Salt 
o Generates Thirst 
o Enhances Flavor 
o Melts 
o Corrodes  
o Electrolyte 
o Preservative 

 We need to exhibit an inward character that influences a decaying world. 
 We need to keep ourselves pure to “salt” the earth to hold back corruption so that 

the Gospel can continue to go forth. 
 

 Light 
o Illuminates 
o Marks 
o Decorates 
o Stimulates 
o Constant (Classical Physics) 
o Separates/Combines in individual colors 
o Marks 

 We are reflectors of the “Great Light” 
 Our light speaks of the outward testimony of good works that points to God 

(reflection). 
 Our good works must accompany our dedicated lives as we let our lights shine. 
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The Law Matthew 5:17 – 19 

 
 Yod (Jot) & Tittle 

o Yod – Looks like an apostrophe 
o Tittle – Similar to accent marks or punctuation 
o “Crossing t’s and dotting i’s 

 Jesus fulfilled the law 
o Obedience to the Law 
o Death:  He met the claims of the law for us 
o Spirit: enables believers 

 Pharisaical Error 
o Not insincere:  Zealous and sincerely tried to keep the law, (though very misguided) 
o Anyone trying to reconcile to God by work, rules, legalism, etc is pharisaical error. 

 Is there any other way to heaven other than by Jesus Christ? 
o If there is, Jesus Christ’s prayers were not answered in Gethsemane. 
o (Jesus pleaded with the Father 3 times for an alternative) 

 Which Commandments? 
o The Law of Christ found in remainder of Matthew chapters 5,6 & 7 
o Jesus will emphasize “my words” 
o Jesus calls to obedience 

 What is the purpose of the Law? 
o It shows our sin and our inability to deliver ourselves. 
o It drives us to Jesus Christ. 

 How can we really be obedient to the law? 
o Possible only through the Holy Spirit 

 

 
The Law - Moses vs. Christ Matthew 5:20 – 6:4 

  
 Murder 

 Adultery 

 Divorce 

 Oaths 

 Vengeance 

 Love 

 Good Deeds 
o Alms 
o Charitable giving and / or volunteering 

Jesus uses a lot of humor and figures of speech to punctuate His real point:  Motivation and 
lack of self-centeredness. 
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Prayer Matthew 6:5 – 15 

 Not for show 

 Not vain repeating 

 The Lord’s Prayer 
o Not really the Lord’s Prayer – It should be called the Disciples’ Prayer 

 The Disciples’ Prayer 
o A model prayer 
o Includes an endearing address, praise / worship, submission to His will, petition for needs, 

forgiveness, and deliverance. 
 

Fasting Matthew 6:16 – 18 
 What is your heart and your true motivation behind your deeds, and your prayer? 

 

Finances Matthew 6:19 – 24 
 We are stewards 

 Stewardship requirements - 1 Corinthians  4:2 

 Counting the cost - Luke 14:28 

 PLAN – But do not depend (non-linearities) 

 LOVE of money is the evil; not the wealth itself. 

 
Giving Matthew 6:19 – 24 

 Invest in the eternal market 

 Only way to take it with you 

 Non-depreciating “market” 
 

Anxiety Matthew 6:25 – 34 

 Worry is a sin. 

 Worry is assuming a responsibility that God did not intend for you to have. 

 Worry is a trickle of fear that soon cuts a crevice so deep it drains all other thoughts away. 

 “When anxiety begins, faith ends – When faith begins, anxiety ends.” – George Muller 

 Your heart will be found in the same location as your treasure. 

 Prioritize the Kingdom of God and all material needs will be met. 
 

Judging Matthew 7:1 – 6 
 A case that we DO judge - 1 Corinthians 5 

 Cannot judge the intent of the heart 

 Inspect the fruit 

 What we should do when wronged 
o Casting the Holy on the Unholy 
o Not understood by the unholy 
o Can turn back and injure 
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Prayer (Second Mention) Matthew 7:7 – 11 
 God delights in His own 

 God keeps His Word (and Promises) 

 The Golden Rule 

 Not negative - passive 

 Positive – Active imperative 

 “Merciful” 

 We have a forgiving spirit and love for others 
 

The Golden Rule principle Matthew 7:12 

 NOT:  Whatsoever all things that men do to you, do ye even so to them. 

 And DEFINITELY NOT:  Whatsoever all things that men might do to you, do ye first even so to 
them before they can get the chance. 

 Correct:  Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to 
them: for this is the law and prophets. 

 

Two ways of life Matthew 7:13 – 14 
 The popular consensus – The Broad Way 

 Jesus is the gate (door) – The Narrow Way 
 

Beware false teachers and leaders Matthew 7:15 – 23 
 Check (inspect) the fruit 

 The false is headed for destruction 

 False teachers and leaders can be great counterfeits 
 

Wise men and women build on solid foundations Matthew 7:24 – 29 
 Rock (stone, foundation) = Jesus 

 Sand = Shifting ideas, change, modernism, relativism, no absolutes 
 

Concluding Thoughts 
 

 The Kingdom has struggled all through history 

 The Kingdom is at enmity with Satan 

 The Kingdom in its final condition, with Jesus on the throne, lasting forever, in a new heaven and 
new earth and new Jerusalem is the ultimate goal! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Note:  Preparation for this seminar has included research from studies with Koinonia House (http://www.khouse.org); Scroll 
Publishing Co., The Myth of Christian America by David Bercot (http://www.scrollpublishing.com); and, of course, many 
volumes and notes of Commentaries and Church History from my personal library. 

http://www.khouse.org/
http://www.scrollpublishing.com/

